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Ontario is finally emerging from the stifling pandemic 
restrictions. Horse racing in the province can now 

shift modes – from figuring out how to reach an audience 
that can’t come to the track, to the more pressing issue of 
making horse racing more relevant.

It’s a major challenge, and this editorial was written 
by a big part of the problem. The constituency that loves 
horses racing and bets with abandon is comprised mostly 
of aging men. When we all die off, who is going to wheel 
exactors and daily doubles?

We put the cast of the International Women’s Day race 
on the cover and discuss the outcome on page 6, because 
of all the possible endeavours that can make this sport 
important to everyone is the argument that it’s the only 
professional sport in which the women routinely defeat 

the men on a level playing field.
The question we raise on page 6 is “why are there so 

few women drivers in harness racing?” We know it’s 
neither an issue of size or physical strength, and we also 
know that in thoroughbred racing, lady jockeys thrive at 
just about every racetrack on the continent.

The imbalance of women on the harness side 
notwithstanding, horse racing does a good job of 
integrating women. In the process of churning out this 
paper and producing the Down The Stretch Podcast, I 
regularly communicate with Jessica Buckley and Lindsay 
Bax at Woodbine, Sue Leslie and Lesley Barker at the 
HBPA, Candice Dixon at the Jockey Club of Canada, 
Kathy Wade Vlaar at Standardbred Canada, and Katina 
Milns at Ajax Downs. 

Without the competence and support of those women, 
I’ve got nothing! So in fact, I’ve got lots in this paper. 

Anyone with a sense of justice should be pleased with 
the decision (page 5) from the Horse Racing Appeal Panel 
(HRAP) that recently overturned the disqualification of 
Ivan Dalos’ HC Holiday. Through a series of unfortunate 
oversights, the horse was taken down 2 weeks after 
winning a race, and the reason for the DQ? He didn’t have 
any Lasix in his system. Scratch your head and other parts 
of your anatomy over that.

Trainer Bob Baffert has certainly absorbed maximum 
abuse in the court of public opinion. His lawyer, Clark 
Brewster (page 22) presents a very well articulated 
defense of the trainer. Baffert’s Medina Spirit (page 8), on 
February 21, was officially taken down as the winner of 
the 2021 Kentucky Derby.

Do you like amazing payoffs? If so, read on page 8 
how a horse won the $20,000,000 Saudi cup at odds of 
113-1. On page 23, our regular collection of Oddities and 
Entities, we present a harness racing dead heat between 
two 50-1 shots. I’m pretty sure we will never see that 
again.

The lawyer for troubled jockey Mychel Sanchez is 
not quite so argumentative. Sanchez (page 21) should 
be nominated for some kind of Stupid People Award. 
Not only did he bet against himself in races that he 
rode, but he used his real name on his betting account, 
making it much too easy for someone to notice what he 
was doing.

In every issue since 2008, we have presented Owner 
of the Month features, and this issue proves that the 
love of horse racing can occur just about anywhere. Our 
Thoroughbred Owner of the Month, Nidel Charfi (page 
17) drives a bus in Montreal and was watching from 
home, when 2100 kilometres away, his Full Screen won at 
Tampa Bay. This was Charfi’s first win in almost 12 years. 

The Down The Stretch Standardbred Owner of the 
Month, Maurice Bygrave (page 18) is 81, from Trinidad, 
and still a practicing dentist. In fact, he told us how his 
dentistry skills can help repair a quarter crack. Bygrave 
also takes credit for introducing his nephew, Woodbine 
broadcaster, Jason Portuondo, to the horses when 
Portuondo was a little boy.

This issue also has all the winners of the O’Brien 
Awards on page 16. On page 14, we list those nominated 
for the Sovereigns, which will be distributed on April 
14. Not to brag, but the Down The Stretch Podcast 
is a finalist in the Digital and Audio Visual Category. 
We’re a very long shot against WEG and Horse Racing 
Alberta.

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS:  Bill Finley and 
Mark McKelvie



The Jockey Club of Canada’s Graded Stakes Committee 
held its annual review of the Graded and Listed 

Stakes races in Canada. The number of Graded Stakes in 
Canada will decrease to 40. The decrease is due partially 
to individual racetracks choosing to place selected races 
on hold for the 2022 season and other races that have 
felt the repercussions of the pandemic. Additionally, two 
Graded Stakes races were downgraded. 

The Graded Stakes Committee meeting was 
conducted by Committee Chair, Ross McKague who 
was accompanied by the appointed Committee Members 
David Anderson, James Bannon, Jeffrey Begg, Catherine 
Day Phillips, Bernard McCormack and Jockey Club 
of Canada’s Chief Steward R. Glenn Sikura. As well, 
the attending racetrack representatives included Paul 

Ryneveld, Allen Goodsell and Josh Murphy from Alberta, 
Nichelle Milner from British Columbia, Ross McKague 
representing Manitoba and Julie Bell, Jessica Buckley, 
Scott Lane and Timothy Lawson from Ontario.

The Committee reviewed the North American Race 
Committee (NARC) figures and the Race Quality Scores 
(RQS) for all of the Graded Stakes races in Canada. 
In general, evaluation indicated slight declines in the 
performance of most Graded Stakes races across Canada. 
These numbers will remain on historical record and 
were used to upgrade, downgrade, or place on watch any 
individual races. 2020 was recognized as an anomalous 
year. However, the 2021 NARC figures and RQS numbers 
were reviewed and analyzed according to historical 
standards. The committee is, however, fully aware of the 

possibility that some effects of the pandemic of 2020 and 
2021 may continue in the future.

After reviewing the NARC figures and the RQS 
numbers for all Listed and Blacktype races in Canada, 
the Committee determined that the Grade 1 Highlander 
Stakes will be downgraded to Grade 2 status and the 
Grade 3 Ballerina Stakes will be downgraded to Listed 
status. Additionally, the Ascot Graduation Stakes (L) 
and the British Columbia Oaks (L) are required to 
reapply for Blacktype status having not run in 2020 or 
2021.

Other changes include the G1 Northern Dancer S., G2 
Nijinsky S. and the G2 Play the King S. will not be return 
in 2022 and the G1 Pattison Canadian International will 
be placed on hold for 2022.

Graded Stakes in Canada for 2022

Graded Stakes for 2022 in Canada

For more information: 
jockeyclubcanada@gmail.com
www.jockeyclubcanada.com
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Some 8 months after winning a maiden race at 
Woodbine, HC Holiday has finally been declared the 

official winner. 
Incredibly, the reason that the horse was originally 

disqualified from his first place finish on June 13, 2021 
is that he raced without lasix. The AGCO (Alcohol and 
Gaming Commission of Ontario) stripped HC Holiday 
of his victory because the horse had entered the Lasix 
program which requires horses to be on the medication 
for a certain period of time. Trainer Kevin Attard, in a 
phone call, actually advised authorities that he was not 
sure if  HC Holiday was on Lasix for that race. That 
should have been sufficient for the AGCO to have the 
horse scratched, but as a consequence of Covid at the 
time, the data base for the AGCO was not functioning 
and the horse was allowed to race.

Under Kazushi Kimura, HC Holiday raced fiercely, 
rallied from 10th at the half to win by half a length in the 
excellent time of 1:23.34 for the 7 furlongs. HC Holiday 
was 10-1.

But 3 weeks later, when the horse was entered again, 
the AGCO computer had come back to life, someone 
noticed that HC Holiday was not on the Lasix protocol 
and a decision was made to remove him as the winner 
on June 13. 

Ivan Dalos was appalled. Not necessarily 
argumentative by nature, he decided immediately to 
appeal to the HRAP (Horse Racing Appeal Panel).

“My father is a man of integrity and has been a part 
of this industry for over 45 years,” says Colleen Dalos. 
“In 45 years, we have never filed an appeal. In this case, 
we felt very strongly that what happened was not  in the 
best interest of our horse and certainly not in the best 
interest of the industry. So we decided to file the appeal. 
The integrity of racing is of critical importance to us.”

The Dalos’ lawyer Stephen Jack and lawyers for the 
AGCO presented their arguments over 3 days in front of 
Stanley Sadinsky, chair of HRAP.

Essentially, the disagreements centred on a pair 
of issues. The AGCO put the blame on trainer Kevin 
Attard, saying it was his responsibility to see that his 
horse was abiding by the lasix protocol. Mr. Jack argued 
that the AGCO simply fumbled the information and that 

they bore responsibility for enforcing their own rules. 
The second issue had to do with the specific definition of 
the word ‘scratched’.

Sadinsky didn’t buy the theory that Attard was the 
culprit.

“In my view, the database was put in place to assist the 
AGCO in discharging its obligation,” wrote Sadinsky in 
his decision.

“Clearly the AGCO system was down and everybody 
acknowledges that,” says Jack. “Mr. Attard had no way 
of confirming whether or not the horse was to receive 
latex and that was confirmed in the chair’s written 
reasons.”

The Federally implemented Rules of Horse Racing 
actually re-inforce Sadinsky’s opinion that it was up to 
the AGCO to determine if a horse did not belong in a 
race and that the onus was strictly on that body to act 
appropriately.

The rules according to the CPMA (Canadian Pari-
Mutuel Agency):

 ....where the Commission, at that race-course, 
170.1 (1) (e) verifies that any horse on the EIPH list 
receives the drug furosemide, in an amount not less 
than 150 mg and not more than 250 mg, intravenously, 
four hours plus or minus fifteen minutes before the 
post time of the race in which the horse is entered;

(f)ensures that any horse on the EIPH list that did 
not receive the drug furosemide in accordance with 
paragraph (e) is scratched.

The debate over the word ‘scratched’ consumed some 
time in the courtroom. The AGCO argued that since HC 
Holiday was not eligible for the race, it should have been 
scratched. The AGCO came close to saying, “Let’s all 
get in a Delorean, fly back in time to June 13 and scratch 
the horse.”

Mr. Jack had a more logical response. He presented 
the definition of ‘scratched’ as stated in the Official 
Rules of Racing as set down by the CPMA. 

Scratching is the act of withdrawing an entered 
horse from a race after closing of entries.

Mr. Sadinsky interpreted that to mean a horse can only 
be scratched before a race, not after.

“There is no dispute, however, that the horse did run and 
win the race,” said Sadinsky. “In my view, “scratching” 
as defined in the Rules requires an active step (an “act”) 
taken by either the trainer or the Commission Officials 
to withdraw the horse from the race before it runs, and 
this did not happen.”

“You can’t just go retroactively and scratch a horse,” 
says Jack. “The act of scratching is clearly defined as 
something that occurs prior to a race and you can’t 
go back 3 weeks after a race and say, ‘This horse was 
scratched.’ It ran the race.”

In all decisions concerning a horse race result, the 
betting public must be considered. In the matter of HC 
Holiday on June 13th, were the bettors mislead? Sadinsky 
says no.

“As the administration of lasix is designed to protect 
the health of a horse and allow it to race to its normal 
potential, not having this medication would presumably 
be a disadvantage to the horse not to its competitors and 
so they too were not disadvantaged nor prejudiced,” 
wrote Sadinsky.

It was also pointed out that, in the program that day, 
it was clearly printed that HC Holiday was not on lasix.

While Sadinsky did not feel that the AGCO, with 
regards to this case had behaved in “frivolous, vexatious 
or bad faith conduct,” he was displeased with the ebb 
and flow of evidence. Mr. Jack complained that he 
asked for documents, was told they didn’t exist and 
then, somewhat later, they appeared. Sadinsky wrote:

“On at least two occasions Mr. Jack requested 
disclosure of all relevant notes of Commission 
Officials and copies of email exchanges, particularly 
and expressly those between those Officials and 
persons at Woodbine. Mr. Jack was repeatedly 
advised that there were no such notes other than 
those already provided nor any such emails. 
However, subsequently emails between Commission 
Officials and persons at Woodbine were produced To 
categorically deny that certain material exists and to 
then disclose it is unreasonable and unacceptable. 
Accordingly, the HRAP awards costs to the 
Appellant Dalos in the sum of $3,750 plus HST 
representing $2,500 for preparation of the Motion for 
Disclosure and $1,250 for the argument of that Motion.”

Colleen Dalos adds:
“The appeal process took much longer then planned 

or necessary as we had to file a motion for disclosure 
as the AGCO was not providing disclosure - this added 
significant time and costs. Yes we were very pleased to 
be awarded some of the costs back for this extra time 
and expense.”

On February 8, Sadinsky released his decision, saying,
“Thoroughbred Ruling 1244517 is set aside and the 

horse is restored to first place in the race in question and 
entitled to first place purse money. The purse money for 
this race should be distributed accordingly.”

Colleeen Dalos flashes a big smile when asked how 
the now 4 year-old HC Holiday responded to having his 
only win re-confirmed.

“HC Holiday is thrilled with the outcome,” she laughs. 
“He is training better then ever for his 2022 season! 
We would like to thank Mr Jack for his hard work and 
perseverance over the 8 month appeal. HE is an excellent 
lawyer and strong champion for our industry.”

But typical of an industry weighted down by excessive 
bureaucracy, even after this ruling, the purse money of 
$38,589 has not been paid to Dalos.

“The AGCO has not yet issued their ruling,” says 
Colleen. “The process is that after an HRAP ruling, the 
AGCO has to actually issue their own officially ruling 
and then the purse and results can be changed. They have 
not done this.” 

HC Holiday Vindicated 
Horse wrongly dq’d for racing clean

Ivan
Dalos



The Women Can Drive

The estrogen was flowing at Mohawk Park on Monday, 
March 7. The third race was the International 

Women’s Day Race with a field of 9 mares, each steered 
by a lady driver. The field (with the drivers’ records) was 
as follows:
Stargazing Cruise, Marie-Claude Auger (497 wins, $2.4 million)

Rhythm Seelster, Samara Johnson (15 wins, $135,852)
Blackcreek Rosebud, Pam Forgie (5 wins, $26,079)

Fern Hill Bella, Kayla Chappell (7 wins, $69,809)
Blink And Gone, Jessica Turenne (23 wins, $51,109)
Mach My Kiss, Natasha Day (257 wins, $1.7 million)

Chanel Beach, Pam Forgie (5 wins, $26,079)
Elm Grove Mistress, Anita Oullette (1 career drive)
Artistic Meadow, Maggie Jones (6 wins, $34,436)

Doubling down on the female content was Woodbine 
Entertainment. Even tripling or quadrupling down, they 
lured Dawn Lupul back to call the whole card, and 
Woodbine Racing Live featured an all female cast of 
Monique Vag and Kelly Spencer. As well, appropriate 
for International Women’s Day, the 9-horse field was all 
fillies and mares, pacing for an $18,000 purse.

This race featured some aggressive driving.
Anita Oullette, in just her 2nd career pari-mutuel race, 

gunned Elm Grove Mistress right to the lead from post 
8 and covered the first quarter in a sharp :28.2. Natasha 
Day, steering the even-money favourite, Mach My Kiss 
settled in 2nd with Blink And Gone and Jessica Turenne in 
3rd. Day right-lined Mach My Kiss before the half, surging 
to the lead when she sensed that Blink And Gone was also 
about to make a move into the stretch. Mach My Kiss and 
Blink And Gone were 1-2 and moving away from the rest 
of the field. In the final 200 yards, Mach My Kiss was just 
too much and paced away to a 5-length victory. 

Mach My Kiss is trained by Rob Fellows and owned 
by Yolanda Fellows and Erna Corbett. The bettors read 
the program correctly – Mach My Kiss and Natasha Day 
paid $4.10.

Natasha Breaks Through

Winning the International Women’s Day race was pretty 
cool for Natasha Day, but 4 days earlier, she pulled off 
something that just might have been more special for her. 

On Thursday, March 3, the 1st race at Mohawk was a 
$17,000 trot for 4-year-olds and younger who had not 
won either a race or $7,000 in the last 6 races. For Day, 
who began her career in Australia, this was her 3,035th 
professional drive, but she had never won at Mohawk. 
That changed for her with the 4-year-old Whole Nine 
Yards, who went off as the lukewarm 2-1 favourite from 
post 1. Whole Nine Yards left sluggishly from the inside 
and was 8th midway down the backstretch, but as the field 
approached the ¾ mark, Day and her trotter were moving 
nicely with cover on the outside. In the stretch, Whole 
Nine Yards had to go wide into the middle of the track, but 
he was full of trot, passing rivals and getting up to win by 
almost a length in 2:01.2, giving Natasha Day her first win 
at Canada’s most important harness track.

“I don’t know whether to be disappointed that it took 
me so long to get it or just happy that I finally got it,” says 
Day. “It was good to finally get that off the bucket list.”

Day had driven Whole Nine Yards a dozen times 
previously for trainer Gary Mahon and the owner Barry 
Klages. There had been a pair of seconds at Flamboro, and 
a couple of third place finishes at Woodbine. Day wasn’t 
overly optimistic that 13 would be lucky for her.

“I actually thought last week was kind of his race,” she 
says. “It was a little bit weaker field than Thursday’s, but 
he came up a little short. He’s been knocking on the door, 
but there was just a matter of the rail which is not the 
perfect spot for him.”

We asked Day what she was thinking when Whole Nine 
Yards appeared a well-beaten 8th down the backstretch.

“I wasn’t really thinking much,” she says with a tiny 
laugh. “I just wanted to get him out in the flow. He always 
does his best work late, so halfway through the turn I 
thought, ‘Well, I don’t think we’re going to catch these 
guys up front.’  But once we straightened, everyone kind 
of came back to us and he did his best work late.”

It was really a great moment for Day, arguably the 
best female harness driver in Canada right now (feel free 
to argue on behalf of Marie-Claude Auger whose 497 
wins, mostly at Rideau Carleton and The Hippodrome in 
Quebec dominated the 258 of Day). Right after the race, 
she got props from many of the best. 

“I got quite a few congrats afterwards,” says Day. “Phil 
Hudon, Jody Jamieson and Bob McClure – they all threw 
me a message and said, ‘Hey, congrats.’ It’s nice to have 
your peers, the guys you look up to and drive against 
notice it and appreciate it.”

There was a bizarre celebration inspired from her 
homeland that Day couldn’t resist.

“It’s a bit of an Australian tradition,” she says. I did 
a shoey. I put a bit of alcohol in one of the shoes that I 
wore for the victory. I did that when I got home. This is 
something that one of the race car drivers first started.”

There’s an interesting and inevitable comparison to be 
made here. Day’s win with Whole Nine Yards was the first 
by a female driver at Mohawk this year. Was there even 
one in 2021? Can anyone tell us the last time a lady steered 
a winner at the Meadowlands? On the other side of the 
equine equation, lady jockeys thrive at many thoroughbred 
tracks in North America. We’re writing regularly about 
Emma-Jayne Wilson, Chantal Sutherland, Skye Chernetz, 
Isabelle Wenc, Katie Davis, and Jacqueline Davis. Should 
we wonder if the singular all-women’s race at Mohawk is 

Natasha Day 
enjoys a ‘shoey’

Mach My Kiss got a nifty steer from Natasha Day

just tokenism?  
“I guess we’ve got to be thankful and leave and get it 

right at this point,” says Day. “Especially after COVID 
and everything when we’re short on fields and entries. 
So I don’t really look at it as ‘Let’s just give them this 
and move on.’ I think this could possibly be the start of 
something more.”
Down The Stretch tossed an obvious question at Day.
Agree or disagree? Harness racing in Ontario is a much 
better sport if there’s greater involvement by female 
drivers. 
“I’m always going to agree with that,” she says. “Yeah, 
we just need more women that are confident enough to 
come through. And we need more owners to accept that 
women are doing the same job that the boys are doing. 
And that’s a tough thing to change. Trainers are seeing 
the light, but the owners are the big problem. They still 
have this thought that the boys are superior to the girls.” 



2-Year-Old Colt Pace
Gold Series
Sat, Jul 9  .............. (1) ............ Woodbine Mohawk Park
Mon, Jul 18  ........... (2) ............ Woodbine Mohawk Park
Fri, Aug 19 ............. (3) ............ Woodbine Mohawk Park
Sat, Sep 3  ............. (4) ............ Woodbine Mohawk Park
Sun, Oct 2  ............ (5) ............ Flamboro Downs
Grassroots Series
Thur, Jul 7 .............. (1) ............ Woodbine Mohawk Park
Sun, Jul 17 ............. (2) ............ Georgian Downs
Thur, Aug 18 .......... (3) ............ Woodbine Mohawk Park
Sun, Sep 4  ............ (4) ............ Clinton Raceway
Mon, Sep 12  ......... (5) ............ Woodbine Mohawk Park
Thur, Sep 22 ........................... Woodbine Mohawk Park*
Prospect Series
Fri, Jul 15  .............. (2A) ......... Grand River Raceway
Sun, Jul 24  ............ (2B) ......... Georgian Downs
Mon, Aug 1 ............ (3A) ......... Dresden Raceway
Sat, Aug 13  ........... (3B) ......... Hiawatha Horse Park
Sun, Aug 21 ........... (4A) ......... Clinton Raceway
Sun, Aug 28  .......... (4B) ......... Leamington Raceway
Sat, Sep 10  ........... (5A) ......... Kawartha Downs
Sat, Sep 17 ............ (5B) ......... Hanover Raceway

2-Year-Old Colt Trot
Gold Series
Mon, Jul 4  ............. (1) ............ Woodbine Mohawk Park
Thur, Jul 14  ........... (2) ............ Woodbine Mohawk Park
Fri, Aug 12  ............ (3) ............ Woodbine Mohawk Park
Sun, Sep 4  ............ (4) ............ Flamboro Downs
Mon, Oct 3  ............ (5) ............ Woodbine Mohawk Park
Grassroots Series
Sun, Jul  3 .............. (1) ............ Clinton Raceway
Tue. Jul 19  ............ (2) ............ Woodbine Mohawk Park
Tue, Aug 2 ............. (3) ............ Woodbine Mohawk Park
Tue, Aug 9 ............. (4) ............ Woodbine Mohawk Park
Sat, Sep 10  ........... (5) ............ Hanover Raceway
Thur, Sep 22  .......................... Woodbine Mohawk Park* 
Prospect Series
Mon, Jul 11  ........... (2A) ......... Grand River Raceway
Sun, Jul 24  ............ (2B) ......... Clinton Raceway
Sun, Jul 31  ............ (3A) ......... Georgian Downs
Sat, Aug 13  ........... (3B) ......... Hiawatha Horse Park
Sat, Aug 20  ........... (4A) ......... Georgian Downs
Sat, Aug 27  ........... (4B) ......... Kawartha Downs
Tue, Sep 6  ............ (5A) ......... Flamboro downs
Sat, Sep 17  ........... (5B) ......... Hanover Raceway

2-Year-Old Filly Pace
Gold Series
Fri, Jul 1  ................ (1) ............ Woodbine Mohawk Park
Thur, Jul 14  ........... (2) ............ Woodbine Mohawk Park
Wed, Aug 17  ......... (3) ............ Grand River Raceway
Fri, Sep 2  .............. (4) ............ Woodbine Mohawk Park 
Thur, Oct 6  ............ (5) ............ Woodbine Mohawk Park
Grassroots Series
Tue, Jul 5  .............. (1) ............ Woodbine Mohawk Park
Sat, Jul 16  ............ (2) ............ Woodbine Mohawk Park 
Thur, Aug 11  ......... (3) ............ Woodbine Mohawk Parks
Sat, Aug 27  ........... (4) ............ Hanover Raceway
Wed, Sep 14  ......... (5) ............ Grand River Raceway 
Thur, Sep 22  ..........................  Woodbine Mohawk Park*
Prospect Series
Mon, Jul 11  ........... (2A) ......... Grand River Raceway
Tue, Jul 19  ............ (2B) ......... Georgian Downs
Sun, Jul 31  ............ (3A) ......... Clinton Raceway
Sun, Aug 14  .......... (3B) ......... Georgian Downs
Sun, Aug 21  .......... (4A) ......... Leamington Raceway
Sat, Sep 3  ............. (4B) ......... Hanover Raceway
Sat, Sep 10  ........... (5A) ......... Kawartha Downs
Sun, Sep 18  .......... (5B) ......... Flamboro Downs

2-Year-Old Filly Trot
Gold Series
Sun, Jul 3  .............. (1) ............ Georgian Downs
Tue, Jul 12  ............ (2) ............ Woodbine Mohawk Park
Thur, Aug 11  ......... (3) ............ Woodbine Mohawk Park
Sun, Sep 4  ............ (4) ............ Flamboro Downs 
Mon, Oct 3 ............. (5) ............ Woodbine Mohawk Park 
Grassroots Series
Sat, Jul 2 ............... (1) ............ Hiawatha Horse Spark
Mon, Jul 11 ............ (2) ............ Woodbine Mohawk Park 
Mon, Aug 1  ........... (3) ............ Dresden Raceway
Sat, Aug 13  ........... (4) ............ Kawartha Downs
Tue, Sep 6 ............. (5) ............ Woodbine Mohawk Park 
Thur, Sep 22  .......................... Woodbine Mohawk Park*
Prospect Series
Fri, Jul 8  ................ (2A) ......... Grand River Raceway
Sat, Jul 16 ............. (2B) ......... Georgian Downs
Sun, Jul 24  ............ (3A) ......... Dresden Raceway
Wed, Aug 3  ........... (3B) ......... Grand River Raceway
Sat, Aug 13  ........... (4A) ......... Kawartha Downs
Sun, Aug 21  .......... (4B) ......... Clinton Raceway
Sat, Sep 3  ............. (5A) ......... Hiawatha Horse Park
Tue, Sep 13  .......... (5B) ......... Flamboro Downs

3-Year-Old Colt Pace
Gold Series
Sat, Jul 2 ............... (1) ............ Woodbine Mohawk Park
Sat, Jul 23 ............. (2) ............ Woodbine Mohawk Park
Sun, Aug 7 ............. (3) ............ Georgian Downs
Fri, Aug 26 ............. (4) ............ Woodbine Mohawk Park
Fri, Sept 30 ............ (5) ............ Woodbine Mohawk Park
Grassroots Series
Sun, May 22  ......... (1) ............ Flamboro Downs
Sat, Jul 9  .............. (2) ............ Woodbine Mohawk Park
Sat, Jul 30  ............ (3) ............ Hiawatha Horse Park
Sat, Aug 13  ........... (4) ............ Woodbine Mohawk Park
Mon, Aug 29  ......... (5) ............ Woodbine Mohawk Park
Fri, Sep 23 .............................. Woodbine Mohawk Park*
Prospect Series
Sat, May 21  .......... (1A) ......... Flamboro Downs
Tue, May 31  .......... (1B) ......... The Raceway at Western Fair
Sun, June 12  ........ (2) ............ Clinton Raceway
Sat, Jul 16  ............ (3A) ......... Hanover Raceway
Sun, Jul 24  ............ (3B) ......... Dresden Raceway
Fri, Aug 5  .............. (4) ............ Grand River Raceway
Sat, Aug 20  ........... (5A) ......... Kawartha Downs
Sat, Sep 10  ........... (5B) ......... Hiawatha Horse Park

3-Year-Old Colt Trot
Gold Series
Mon, May 30  ........ (1) ............ Woodbine Mohawk Park
Sun, Jul 10  ............ (2) ............ Rideau Carleton
Mon, Aug 8  ........... (3) ............ Woodbine Mohawk Park
Thur, Aug 25  ......... (4) ............ Woodbine Mohawk Park
Tue, Oct 4  ............. (5) ............ The Raceway at Western Fair
Grassroots Series
Fri, Jun 3  ............... (1) ............ Grand River Raceway
Sun, Jul 10  ............ (2) ............ Rideau Carleton
Fri, Aug 12  ............ (3) ............ Woodbine Mohawk Park
Mon, Aug 22  ......... (4) ............ Woodbine Mohawk Park
Tue, Sep 13  .......... (5) ............ Woodbine Mohawk Park
Fri, Sep 23  .............................  Woodbine Mohawk Park*
Prospect Series
Sat, May 21  .......... (1A) ......... Flamboro Downs
Tue, May 31  .......... (1B) ......... The Raceway at Western Fair
Sun, Jun 12  .......... (2A) ......... Clinton Raceway
Fri, Jul 10  .............. (2B) ......... Rideau Carleton
Sat, Jul 30  ............ (3A) ......... Kawartha Downs
Sun, Aug 14  .......... (3B) ......... Leamington Raceway
Sun, Aug 21  .......... (4) ............ Georgian Downs
Fri, Sep 9  .............. (5) ............ Grand River Raceway

oss.ontarioracing.com  *Grassroots Semi-Finals.Leg number denoted in brackets.

Sat. October 1
GRASSROOTS CHAMPIONSHIPS

Woodbine Mohawk Park

Fri. September 30
PROSPECT FINALS

The Raceway at Western Fair

Sat. October 15
GOLD SUPER FINALS

Woodbine Mohawk Park

Schedule accurate as at February 18, 2022. Please note that 
all dates are subject to change and it is recommended to 

confirm dates and post times with the track. For complete 
OSS information including schedules, stats, leader boards 
and more, please visit the OSS website. Complete track 

information may be found at oss.ontarioracing.com

The OSS Program is administered by Ontario Racing

3-Year-Old Filly Pace
Gold Series
Sat, Jun 4 .............. (1) ............ Woodbine Mohawk Park
Fri, Jul 8 ................. (2) ............ Woodbine Mohawk Park
Mon, Aug 1 ............ (3) ............ Grand River Raceway
Sun, Aug 28 ........... (4) ............ Rideau Carleton
Mon, Sept 26 ......... (5) ............ Woodbine Mohawk Park
Grassroots Series
Fri, May 27  ............ (1) ............ The Raceway at Western Fair
Tue, Jul 12  ............ (2) ............ Woodbine Mohawk Park
Mon, Aug 1  ........... (3) ............ Woodbine Mohawk Park
Sun, Aug 28  .......... (4) ............ Rideau Carleton
Fri, Sep 9  .............. (5) ............ Woodbine Mohawk Park
Fri, Sep 23  ............................. Woodbine Mohawk Park*
Prospect Series
Sat, May 21  .......... (1A) ......... Flamboro Downs
Tue, May 31  .......... (1B) ......... The Raceway at Western Fair
Sun, Jun 19  .......... (2A) ......... Dresden Raceway
Wed, Jul 13  ........... (2B) ......... Grand River Raceway
Sat, Jul 23  ............ (3A) ......... Hiawatha Horse Park
Sun, Aug 7  ............ (3B) ......... LeamingtonRaceway
Sun, Aug 28  .......... (4) ............ Rideau Carleton
Sat, Sep 10  ........... (5) ............ Hanover Raceway

3-Year-Old Filly Trot
Gold Series
Mon, Jun 6 ............ (1) ............ Woodbine Mohawk Park
Thur, Jun 30 ........... (2) ............ Woodbine Mohawk Park
Fri, Jul 22 ............... (3) ............ Woodbine Mohawk Park
Mon, Aug 15 .......... (4) ............ Grand River Raceway
Thur, Oct 6 ............. (5) ............ Woodbine Mohawk Park
Grassroots Series
Thur, Jun 2  ............ (1) ............ Woodbine Mohawk Park
Mon, Jun 27 .......... (2) ............ Woodbine Mohawk Park
Fri, Jul 15  .............. (3) ............ Woodbine Mohawk Park
Sun, Aug 21  .......... (4) ............ Georgian Downs
Wed, Sep 7  ........... (5) ............ Grand River Raceway
Fri, Sep 23  ............................. Woodbine Mohawk Park*
Prospect Series
Sat, May 21  .......... (1A) ......... Flamboro Downs
Tue, May 31  .......... (1B) ......... The Raceway at Western Fair
Sun, Jun 11  .......... (2A) ......... Kawartha Downs
Wed, Jun 29  ......... (2B) ......... Grand River Raceway
Sat, Jul 9  .............. (3A) ......... Hanover Raceway
Sat, Jul 23  ............ (3B) ......... Hiawatha Horse Park
Tue, Aug 16  .......... (4) ............ Georgian Downs
Sat, Sep 3  ............. (5) ............ Hiawatha Horse Park

2022 EVENTS
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Medina Spirit took 2:01.02 to finish first in the 2021 
Kentucky Derby at Churchill Downs on May 1. 

It took just 4 days after the race for Churchill Downs to 
announce that they were suspending trainer Bob Baffert 
from running horses in the Derby for two years, after 
Medina Spirit tested positive for betamethasone, a steroidal 
anti-inflammatory drug that is not allowed to be in a horse’s 
system. It took 295 days for the Kentucky Horse Racing 
Commission to finally decide that Medina Spirit would be 
disqualified as the winner of the Kentucky Derby. The 2nd 
place horse, Mandaloun, who went off at almost 27-1 has 
been declared the official winner.  That makes trainer Brad 
Cox, jockey Florent Geroux and owner, Juddmonte Farms 

the recipients of the $1.8 million first place prize.
Medina Spirit, who tragically died on December 6, 

collapsing after a workout, is just the 3rd horse to be DQ’d 
from first place in the Kentucky Derby. Dancers Image, 
who won races at Greenwood, Fort Erie and Woodbine and 
was trained by Lou Cavalaris Jr., won the 1969 Derby, but 
was taken down 3 days after the race for testing positive 
for phenylbutazone, a non-steroidal anti-inflammatory 
drug. Dancer’s Image’s vet assumed the medication 
would clear the horse’s system by race-time. Maximum 
Security found the wire first in 2019 but became the first 
horse ever disqualified for interference in the race.

Clark Brewster, an attorney for Baffert, said he would 

appeal the ruling. Brewster believes that his team has 
proven that the betamethasone in Medina Spirit’s system 
was the result of a cream applied externally, and not 
injected. Brewster has argued that the rules prohibit 
the medication if applied by injection, but there is no 
regulation that speaks to a finding that resulted from 
something being rubbed in.

“This ruling represents an egregious departure from 
both the facts and the law,” Brewster said, “but the 
numerous public statements by KHRC officials over the 
last several months have made perfectly clear that Bob 
Baffert’s fate was decided before we ever sat down for a 
hearing before the three stewards, one of whom is directly 
employed by Churchill Downs as the racing director at 
Turfway Park.”

The tragedy of Medina Spirit has everything to do with 
the fact he was, without human mischief, a wonderful 
horse. He finished 3rd in the Preakness Stakes, then 
took down the Shared Belief Stakes at Del Mar and the 
Awesome Again Stakes at Santa Anita, before ending 
his career with a second place finish to eventual Horse 
of the Year, Knicks Go in the Breeders’ Cup Classic on 
November 6, 2021.

After Medina Spirit died, the California Horse Racing 
Board ordered a necropsy, after which the CHRB stated 
that “a definitive cause of death could not be established.” 
According to the board, the colt’s physical state when he 
died was “compatible with, but not specific for a cardiac 
cause of death.”

In conjunction with the announcement of Medina 
Spirit’s disqualification from the Kentucky Derby, trainer 
Baffert was subsequently suspended for 90 days and fined 
$7500.

Medina Spirit Gets Posthumous Insult

Mind Blowing Payoffs in Saudi Arabia

On February 26 at the King Abdulaziz Racetrack in 
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, the most expensive card ever 

of racing was conducted. All 8 races had purses of at least 
$1 million. The 8th and feature race was the $20,000,000 
Saudi Cup. 

The 4th race of the day, with the smallest purse – a mere 
$1 million – had an extraordinary finish. The Jockey Club 
Local handicap, at a mile and an 8th, was for locally bred 
horses. A field of 17 thundered out of the gate. There is one 

sweeping turn for a 9-furlong race at this track and there 
was a 5-wide charge as the massive field turned left, with 
Okku, ridden by Eddie Castro leading by about a length to 
Motaka’yet and Frankie Dettori. But in the final furlong, 
having saved ground throughout, #17, Aan Alawan ridden 
by Camilo Ospina, angled off the rail and was gaining 
on the leader with each stride. At the wire, Aan Alawan 
was the best by almost 3 lengths. Aan Alawan was 84-1. 
The 5-year-old horse paid $170.60. The 17-6 exactor with 
Okku, for $1, was $1,967. The 17-6-2 tri paid $20,859, 
and just one person hit the superfecta with the numbers 
17-6-2-1. For a .10 bet, that unidentified bettor got back 
$29,721.62.

There were 14 horses in the $20,000,000 Saudi Cup 
at a mile and an 8th, and there was great pari-mutuel 
interest in Mandaloun, who only days earlier had been 
elevated to 1st place for the 2021 Kentucky Derby as 
New York Stewards took down Bob Baffert’s Medina 
Spirit. Mandoloun (Florent Geroux) who came into the 
Saudi Cup with 8 wins from 10 races, went off at 2-1. 
The defending champion, Mishriff and David Egan were 
9-2. Neither participated in the ultimate outcome.  It was 

Emblem Road, under Wigberto Ramos who came out of 
the gate last, went about 7-wide around the turn, was 10th 
as the field entered the stretch, but unleashed a remarkable 
stretch run to overhaul Country Grammar shortly before 
the wire for victory by half a length. It was stunning to 
say the least. Emblem Road, a 4-year-old was the longest 
shot in the field of 14. At 113-1, he paid $229.20. The 
exactor with Country Grammar in 2nd was worth $1,938 
for a $2 bet. Midnight Bourbon was 3rd, producing a tri 
that rendered $87,899.40 for $1, and Woodbine’s site says 
the $1 superfecta – 4-3-8-6 – paid $177,000. But we can 
reasonably conclude that there were as many as ten 10 
cent bets that paid $17,700 each. 

Emblem Road is owned by the home team – Prince 
Saud Bin Salman bin Abdulaziz. And what are we to 
make of jockey Wigberto Ramos? According to Equibase, 
Ramos’ riding career ended in 2009, at which point he had 
1,470 wins. But in January 2022, he rode 4 races at the 
King Abdulaziz racecourse, winning the $1million Jockey 
Club Local handicap. Nice work if you can get it – for 
piloting the winner of the Saudi Cup, Ramos earned at 
least $1 million.

Mishriff
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Out of Town

The 3rd race had a field of seven $8,000 claiming fillies and 
mares sprinting 5 ½ furlongs on the new all-weather track. 
Paco Lopez had the 9-year-old mare, Veil close from the start, 
went after the leader coming into the stretch and pulled away 
to win by 1 ¾ lengths, setting the track record of 1:04.65 in the 
process. Veil is trained by Martin Drexler for Jim Ensom who 
is back in the game after a 9 year absence. Veil is Ensom’s 2nd 
win out of the first 5 horses he has sent out at Gulfstream this 
year. The win ticket was worth $6.80.

Somewhere on this notable day, a rodent cast his shadow, 
and in the 8th race, it was Chantal Sutherland and Trappezoid 
offering only their collective shadow to the other 5 horses in 
this mile race for $16,000 claimers. Even after an awkward 
start in which Trappezoid bounced off the side of the gate and 
bumped the horse outside him, he was still able to sizzle past 
the first half mile in :45.08 and 6 furlongs in a challenging 1:09. 
32. All that did was discourage the others and Trappezoid won 
by 2 comfortable lengths in 1:35.98. The 7-year-old mare is 
owned by Heehaw Racing and trained by Jorge Delgado, but 
she was bred in Ontario by Karen and Bernard McCormack. 
Trappezoid offered a square deal to the bettors, paying $10.10.

Tampa Bay, February 5:

Emma-Jayne Wilson had two rides, both for trainer Roger 
Attfield and owner Charles Fipke. She rode the 4-5 favourite, 
Lady Shakespeare to a 2nd place finish in the $175,000 
Endeavor Stakes. She then surprised the bettors with a 
perfectly executed journey aboard Shirl’s Speight in the 
$175,000 Tampa Bay stakes for older horses at a mile and 
a 16th on the turf. Wilson had Shirl’s Speight skimming the 
hedge in mid-pack for the first 7 furlongs. At the top of the 
stretch she angled out and when Shirl’s Speight found daylight 
between horses, he swooped past the leaders to win by 1 ½ 
lengths in the good time of 1:41.20. This was Shirl’s Speight’s 
2nd straight win at Tampa Bay and Wilson’s 1st win of 2022 in 
her 16th Florida assignment. Shirl’s Speight paid $21 to win.

Gulfstream, February 6:

The 8th race had a field of seven $35,000 claimers required to 
go 6 furlongs, and it was Yes I’m A Beast taking the lead early 
and frustrating his 6 rivals to win by 2 lengths in 1:10.21. Bill 
Tharrenos claimed Yes I’m A Beast for $20,000 on December 
24 for Apple of Your Eye. This was the horse’s 2nd straight win 
since changing barns. It was easy come easy go, as Yes I’m a 
Beast was taken out of this race for $35,000, representing a nice 
profit for the owners who collected 2 win cheques and $15,000 
more than they originally spent (less than 2 months ago). With 
his 5th win in 9 races, Yes I’m a Beast returned $3.40. 

Gulfstream, February 9:

A similar scenario played out in the 8th race for Tharrenos. 
He had claimed Buenisimo for $20,000 on behalf of 
Lisa McCallum-Smith on January 13. Back for $20,000, 
Buenisimo won a 3-horse photo by a neck for his 3rd straight 
win. A popular horse, Buenisimo was claimed from this race 
for $20,000 and that was the third race in a row in which he 
changed barns. A win ticket on Buenisimo was worth $5.20.

Gulfstream, February 18:
The 9th and final race had a field of 8 going a mile and a 16th on 
the grass. Chantal Sutherland was on Drillomatic, who went 
off at 18-1 and seemed hopelessly out of it – 7th and trailing by 
7 lengths around the far turn. But in the stretch, Drillomatic 
found his best stride and Sutherland was able to weave in and 

Gulfstream, February 2:

out of rivals as the pair found the wire a half length the best. 
Drillomatic is trained by Ron Abrams who co-owns with Jack 
Abrams. A $2 win bet on Chantal Sutherland returned $39.40

Gulfstream, February 2:
The 3rd race had a field of seven $8,000 claiming fillies and 
mares sprinting 5 ½ furlongs on the new all-weather track. 
Paco Lopez had the 9-year-old mare, Veil close from the start, 
went after the leader coming into the stretch and pulled away 
to win by 1 ¾ lengths, setting the track record of 1:04.65 in the 
process. Veil is trained by Martin Drexler for Jim Ensom who 
is back in the game after a 9 year absence. Veil is Ensom’s 2nd 
win out of the first 5 horses he has sent out at Gulfstream this 
year. The win ticket was worth $6.80.
Somewhere on this notable day, a rodent cast his shadow, 
and in the 8th race, it was Chantal Sutherland and Trappezoid 
offering only their collective shadow to the other 5 horses in 
this mile race for $16,000 claimers. Even after an awkward 
start in which Trappezoid bounced off the side of the gate 
and bumped the horse outside him, he was still able to 
sizzle past the first half mile in :45.08 and 6 furlongs in a 
challenging 1:09. 32. All that did was discourage the others 
and Trappezoid won by 2 comfortable lengths in 1:35.98. 
The 7-year-old mare is owned by Heehaw Racing and trained 
by Jorge Delgado, but she was bred in Ontario by Karen and 
Bernard McCormack. Trappezoid offered a square deal to the 
bettors, paying $10.10.

Tampa Bay, February 5:
Emma-Jayne Wilson had two rides, both for trainer Roger 
Attfield and owner Charles Fipke. She rode the 4-5 favourite, 
Lady Shakespeare to a 2nd place finish in the $175,000 
Endeavor Stakes. She then surprised the bettors with a 
perfectly executed journey aboard Shirl’s Speight in the 
$175,000 Tampa Bay stakes for older horses at a mile and 
a 16th on the turf. Wilson had Shirl’s Speight skimming the 
hedge in mid-pack for the first 7 furlongs. At the top of the 
stretch she angled out and when Shirl’s Speight found daylight 
between horses, he swooped past the leaders to win by 1 ½ 
lengths in the good time of 1:41.20. This was Shirl’s Speight’s 
2nd straight win at Tampa Bay and Wilson’s 1st win of 2022 in 
her 16th Florida assignment. Shirl’s Speight paid $21 to win.

Gulfstream, February 6:
The 8th race had a field of seven $35,000 claimers required to 
go 6 furlongs, and it was Yes I’m A Beast taking the lead early 
and frustrating his 6 rivals to win by 2 lengths in 1:10.21. Bill 
Tharrenos claimed Yes I’m A Beast for $20,000 on December 
24 for Apple of Your Eye. This was the horse’s 2nd straight win 
since changing barns. It was easy come easy go, as Yes I’m a 
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Veil for Drexler 
and Ensom
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Sutherland on Trappezoid 

Emma-Jayne Wilson delivered Shirl’s Speight
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Trainer Bill Tharrenos had a big crowd joining 
Yes I’m a Beast in the winners circle
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Buenisimo scored by a head for Tharrenos
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Sutherland with 
an 18-1 bomb
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Beast was taken out of this race for $35,000, representing a nice 
profit for the owners who collected 2 win cheques and $15,000 
more than they originally spent (less than 2 months ago). With 
his 5th win in 9 races, Yes I’m a Beast returned $3.40. 

Gulfstream, February 9:
A similar scenario played out in the 8th race for Tharrenos. 
He had claimed Buenisimo for $20,000 on behalf of 
Lisa McCallum-Smith on January 13. Back for $20,000, 
Buenisimo won a 3-horse photo by a neck for his 3rd straight 
win. A popular horse, Buenisimo was claimed from this race 
for $20,000 and that was the third race in a row in which he 
changed barns. A win ticket on Buenisimo was worth $5.20.

Gulfstream, February 18:
The 9th and final race had a field of 8 going a mile and a 16th on 
the grass. Chantal Sutherland was on Drillomatic, who went 
off at 18-1 and seemed hopelessly out of it – 7th and trailing by 
7 lengths around the far turn. But in the stretch, Drillomatic 
found his best stride and Sutherland was able to weave in and 
out of rivals as the pair found the wire a half length the best. 
Drillomatic is trained by Ron Abrams who co-owns with Jack 
Abrams. A $2 win bet on Chantal Sutherland returned $39.40.

Santa Anita, February 20:

One for the bucket list for Woodbine jockey, Daisuke 
Fukumoto. He rode the 4 year-old, colt, Barraza to a 
convincing 2 ¾ length win in the $100,000 Grade 3, Sam 
Simeon Stakes. Barraza was 8th at the quarter but picked up 
his gallop down the backstretch and with a devastating 8-wide 
move into the stretch, started passing rivals with authority, 
pulling away in deep stretch for the impressive win. Barraza 
is owned by Holly and David Wilson and trained by Vladimir 
Cerin. He paid $5.60 to win, giving Fukumoto his first graded 
Stakes win in the U.S.

Gulfstream, February 24:

Race 6 was at a mile and 70 on the all-weather track and 
Cryptic Creed went off at more than 6-1 for trainer Bill 
Tharrenos. With Edwin Gonzalez calling the shots, the 3 
year-old gelding erupted from 4th on the far turn, shot up the 
inside, and got to the finish line the best by a neck. Cryptic 
Creed is owned by James William Fleming and paid $14.40 
to win.
Two races later, trainer Marty Drexler sent out Conglomerate 

in the 8th race, a $20,000 claimer at a mile and 70 yards. 
Under Tyler Gaffalione, Conglomerate rallied from 8th 
down the backstretch to win by a neck at odds of almost 
9-1. The 5 year-old gelding is owned by Franco Meli and 
he paid $19.60.

Tampa Bay, February 26:
A field of 10 in the 3rd went a mile and a 16th on the 
turf in a maiden $32,000 claim race. Full Screen, ridden 
by Skyer Spanabel was making his 2nd career start and 
Spanabel revved him to the front along the inside as the 
field arced into the first turn. When no other horse bothered 
to challenge, Full Screen was able to gallop comfortably 
down the backstretch and carried a 2-length lead into the 
stretch. Down to the wire, Full Screen was tired, but the 
3 year-old gelding held on by a neck at odds of over 28-
1. The winning trainer is Julie Belhumeur and the owner 
is Montreal native, Nidel Charfi. Charfi has owned 3 
thoroughbreds since 2011, but this was his first winner. 
More on Charfi, who is our Thoroughbred Owner of the 

Month on page 17. Full Screen paid $59.20. Both Charfi 
and Bellhumeur admit they didn’t bet it.

 
Tampa Bay, February 26:

Fukumoto scratches one off his bucket listt
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Ma Coco winning for Hill’N’ Dale
SV Photography

Full Screen, trained by Julie 
Belhumeur is Nidel Charfi’s 

first win as an owner

SV Photography

Sutherland (#2) by a tiny margin
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Another huge payoff for a horse with Canadian DNA. 
The 4 year-old filly, Ma Coco scored by a neck for rider 
Madeline Rowland in a 6 ½ furlong sprint on the dirt. Ma 
Coco is trained by Luis Dominguez and owned by Wendy 
Brown, neither of whom are Canadian, but the filly was 
bred by Hill ‘N’ Dale Equine Holdings, and by breaking 
her maiden on the 10th try, she rewarded her backers with 
a $66.20 win ticket.

Gulfstream, March 2:

Chantal Sutherland had just one mount this Wednesday 
and she sure made the most of it, but just barely. She was 
aboard Stormy Pattern in the 7th which had a field of 7 going 
6 ½ furlongs for an allowance purse of $54,000. Sutherland 
rated Stormy Pattern in mid-pack early, made an aggressive 
3-wide move on the turn, got a short lead in late stretch, 
and hit the wire almost simultaneously with a late-moving 
Clapton (José Ortiz). The photo revealed that Story Pattern 
won by about half an inch. This gave trainer Joseph Saffie 
his 3rd win of the day. The owners are Span Investments, and 
the win ticket was worth $13.60.



Page 12

Kentucky Derby Preps

Blackadder won the El Camino real

It was Classic, 
‘cause he was way 

ahead

Messier skated home alone

Epicenter was at 
the heart of victory

Hodges Photography

Morello in 
the Gotham
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$250,000 Holy Bull Stakes, Mile and a 16th, Gulfstream 
Racetrack, February 5:

Prep races on the first weekend of February offered 10 points 
to the winners. Nine 3-year-olds contested the Holy Bull, and 
it was White Abarrio and Tyler Gafflione looking very sharp, 
contesting the lead for the first 6 furlongs, taking lead before 
the head of the stretch and romping to the wire, much the 
best by over 4 lengths in 1:42.80. White Abarrio is trained 
by Joseph Saffie and owned by La Milagrosa Stable and C2 
Racing Stable. That $14 win price was kind of nice for a horse 
that has won 3 of his first 4 races.

$250,000 Wither Stakes, Mile and an 8th, Aqueduct, 
February 5:

This one had a field of 11, but it was the 6-5 favourite, Early 
Voting who stood out in the crowd. Ridden aggressively by 
José Ortiz, Early Voting was always in the lead and soared to 
the finish line a winner by 4 ½ lengths in 1:55.90 on a muddy 
surface. Early Voting, now 2 for 2, is trained by Chad Brown 
for the Klaravich Stables and he paid $4.60.

$200,000 Robert B. Lewis Stakes, Mile and a 16th, Santa 
Anita, February 6:

Only 5 horses contested this one and it wasn’t much of a race, 
unless you piled the mortgage on the heavy favourite, Messier. 
Ridden with extreme confidence by John Velazquez, Messier 

led all the way, passing 6 furlongs in 1:11.32 and getting to the 
mile post in 1:36.32. Messier, whose dam, Checkered Past is a 
daughter of Sam Son’s great Canadian sire, Smart Strike, won 
by an intimidating 15 lengths in 1:42.89. It was his 3rd win in 5 
starts.  Messier is trained by Bob Baffert, so we have to wonder 
what will go down if and when he is entered in the Kentucky 
Derby. Considering the humiliating beatdown Messier imposed 
on 4 others, the $3.20 payoff looks like easy money.

$250,000 Sam Davis Stakes, Tampa Bay, Mile and a 16th, 
February 12:

It was a nice field of 12 for this one, and the 8-5 betting choice 
was Classic Causeway ridden by Irad Ortiz. Ortiz had Classic 
Causeway on the engine early, let longshot Little Vic have 
its 15 seconds of fame by taking a brief lead at the half, then 
repelled that one on the far turn, and opened up in the stretch 
for an authoritative win by almost 4 lengths. The time of 
1:42.80 was a little more than a second off the course record 
of 1:41.75. Classic Causeway is trained by Brian Lynch for 
Kentucky West Racing and Clarke Cooper. With his 2nd win 
in 4 tries, he paid $5.20.

$100,000 El Camino Real Derby, Golden Gate Fields, 
Mile and an 8th, February 12:

MacKinnon, ridden by Abel Cedillo, went off as the 3-5 choice 
in the field of 11, but suffered from traffic issues. Blackadder, 
under Edwin Maldonado was far back until the head of the 
stretch when he started weaving in and out of rivals, getting the 
lead just before the wire and winning by a neck over MacKinnon 
in 1:50.34, just 4/5

ths of a second off the track record for the 9 
furlongs set back in 2008.  Blackadder is trained by Bob Baffert 
for a variety of owners and the win ticket was $9.60. 

$400,000 Risen Star Stakes, Mile and an 8th, Fair 
Grounds, February 19:

This was the first Derby stepping stone to offer 50 Derby points 
to the winner. Jockey Joel Rosario took Epicenter straight to the 
top and cut out strong fractions of :47.97, 1:12.25 and passed 
the mile in 1:36.58. When the favourite, Smile Happy (Corey 
Lanerie) passed rivals late, Epicenter was too far ahead to be 
caught and he found the wire 2 ¾ lengths ahead of Smile Happy 
in 1:49.03. Epicenter is trained by Steve Asmussen for Winchell 
Thoroughbreds and with his 3rd win in 5 tries, he paid $8.

$1,000,000 Rebel Stakes, Mile and a 16th, Oaklawn Park, 
February 26:

Bob Baffert is not allowed to have a horse in the Kentucky 
Derby. Nevertheless, Newgrange, trained by Baffert went 
off as the 4-5 favourite. The Baffert haters will be pleased to 
know that Newgrange finished a well-beaten 6th. The longshot 
players will be interested to know that the winner was Un Ojo, 
who got up by a half length for Ramon Vasquez. Un Ojo was 
75-1 and paid $152.80 to win. He is owned by Cypress Creek 
Equine and trained by Rickey Courville. 

$300,000 Gotham Stakes, 1 mile, Aqueduct, March 5:

Morello was the even money choice in the field of 10 and 
under José Lezcano, he ran accordingly. Morello was 2nd from 
the half to the 6 furlong pole, passed the early leader just after 
they straightened for home and widened with every stride to 
win by 4 ½ lengths in 1:39.28.  
Morello is trained by Steve Asmussen for Blue Lion 
Thoroughbreds, and he produced a $4 win price.

The others Withered behind White Abarrio

Adam Coglianese Photo



Classic Causeway had won 2 of his first 4 races, including 
an impressive conquest of the Sam Davis Stakes at this track 
the last time out and because of that, he went off as the 4-5 
favourite in the field of 10. Irad Ortiz, knowing he had the 
best horse, took Classic Causeway right to the front and was 
able to gallop through controlled fractions of :48.17, 1:13.18 
and 1:38.40. There was never a serious threat – Classic 
Causeway came into the stretch a little wide, but seemed 
to open his advantage with every stride, finding the wire 2 
½ lengths the best with 37-1 shot, Grantham (Luis Saez) a 
rail skimming second. Classic Causeway is trained by Brian 
Lynch and owned by Kentucky West Racing. He paid just 
$3.60 to win.

Derby points standings (as of March 12):

Classic Causeway        66 
Epicenter                    64 
Un Ojo                         54 
Simplification                 54 
Forbidden Kingdom 50 
Morello  50 
Smile Happy  30 
Grantham  21 
Ethereal Road  20 
In Due Time  20
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The others were Forbidden
© BENOIT PHOTO

Simply the Best

Adam Coglianese Photo

$400,000 Fountain of Youth Stakes, Mile and a 16th, 
Gulfstream, March 5:

A two-horse spill at the top of the stretch marred this race. 
High Oak clipped heels and went down, dislodging jockey 
Junior Alvarado. Galt fell as well, tossing Joel Rosario. 
Horses and riders were not seriously hurt. At the front, away 
from the mayhem, Simplification and José Ortiz had taken 
the lead at the head of the stretch and had plenty to the wire, 
winning by 3 ½ lengths in 1:44.04. That’s 3 wins in 6 starts 
for Simplification who is trained by Sano Antonio and owned 
by Tami Bobo. He paid $7 to win. 

$400,000 San Felipe Stakes, Mile and a 16th, Santa Anita, 
March 5: 

Forbidden Kingdom ran his perfect record to 3 for 3 with a 

commanding front-running win by almost 6 lengths. Juan 
Hernandez was just a passenger. The son of American Pharoah 
is trained by Richard Mandella and owned by MyRacehorse 
and Spendthrift Farms. All the win bettors got was $4.

Cause he 
was Way in 

front!

SV Photo

$400,000 Tampa Bay Derby, mile & 16th, Tampa Bay, 
March 12:
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There are a lot of people thrilled that they and/or their horses 
have earned nominations for the 2021 Sovereign Awards, 

the 47th version of which will be given out on April 14. Please 
excuse our lack of modesty, but the Down The Stretch Podcast 
was one of 3 nominations in the category of Audio/Visual and 
Broadcast. It was the 83rd in a series and the one that featured 
the 2021 Queen’s Plate, won by Safe Conduct. The good news 
is that this is the first podcast every nominated for a Sovereign 
Award. The bad news (for us) is that the two other candidates 
are Horse Racing Alberta for the 25th Breeders Fall Classic, and 
Woodbine Entertainment. Which is to say that this podcast is 
Zippy Chippy against Knicks Go and Pink Lloyd. 

It was a great week for Ivan Dalos. A few days after the Horse 
Racing Appeals Panel ruled in his favour and re-instated a win 
by his horse, HC Holiday (see page  ), Dalos found out that he 

will be presented with the E. P. Taylor Award of Merit. Selected 
unanimously by the Jockey Club of Canada’s Stewards, the E. P. 
Taylor Award is a lifetime achievement award honouring those 
who have made significant contributions to the Thoroughbred 
Industry in Canada and accomplished outstanding individual 
achievements in Canadian thoroughbred racing and breeding.

Ivan Dalos, owner of Tall Oaks Farm, has dedicated more 
than 45 years to the sport of thoroughbreds and has made 
numerous significant contributions to Canadian Horse Racing. 
He has worked tirelessly to support the Canadian Breeding 
Industry and has celebrated extensive successes. As the owner 
of 38 broodmares and 3 stallions in Ontario, Ivan has bred 
Champions such as Eclipse Award Winners Victory Gallop and 
Channel Maker and has won more than 12 Sovereign Awards 
including multiple wins as Outstanding Breeder. Ivan is the 

owner and/or breeder of Champions Amis Gizmo, Conquest 
Enforcer and Johnny Bear, to name a few. 

Denzil Fonseca doesn’t have to wait until April 14 to find 
out his status. He has already been announced as winner of the 
Outstanding Groom Award sponsored by the OLG. This year 
marks Denzil’s 40th year working on the Woodbine backstretch. 
He is currently employed by Michael Doyle whom he has been 
working with for more than 14 years. Denzil is dedicated, hard-
working and extremely diligent, while making sure that each 
of the horses in his care is his number one priority. Denzil has 
cared for several incredible horses during his career such as 
2017 Woodbine Oaks and Queen’s Plate winner Holy Helena 
for Stronach Stables, and multiple stakes winner Tiz Imaginary 
for Windhaven Farms Inc.
Listed in alphabetical order, the Media finalists are:

2021 Sovereign Awards

Digital Audio/Visual and Broadcast Category:
• Peter Gross – Down The Stretch Episode 83

• Horse Racing Alberta – 25th Anniversary Alberta Breeders Fall 
Classic

• Woodbine Entertainment Group – The Queen’s Plate

Photograph Category:
• Jeff Bowen – I’vegotmyeyeonyou
• Rebecca Gullett – Going the Distance
• Will Wong – Welcome Back

Writing Category:
• Hayley Morrison – New Races, New Faces: How I Fell for The Fort
• Jennifer Morrison – Run With a Mighty Heart
• Susan Stafford-Pooley – The View (and Some Tales) from the 

Starting Gate
• Curtis Stock - Real Grace’s Winning Ways an Inspiration for Brown 

to Keep Fighting Terminal Diagnosis

2021 Sovereign Awards Finalists
The finalists in each of the following categories are listed in alphabetical order.

Champion Two-Year-Old Female

Diabolic
Moira

Mrs. Barbara
Champion Two-Year-Old Male

God of Love
Grafton Street

Ironstone
Champion Three-Year-Old Female

Lorena
Munnyfor Ro

Our Flash Drive
Champion Three-Year-Old Male

Artie’s Storm
Frosted Over
Haddassah

Uncharacteristic
Champion Older Main Track Female

Amalfi Coast
Infinite Patience

Skygaze
Champion Older Main Track Male

Mighty Heart 

Pink Lloyd
Sir Winston

Champion Female Turf Horse
Amalfi Coast

Jolie Olimpica 
Our Flash Drive

Champion Male Turf Horse
Avie’s Flatter
Silent Poet

Town Cruise
Champion Female Sprinter

Amalfi Coast
Lorena

Our Secret Agent
Champion Male Sprinter

Avie’s Flatter
Pink Lloyd

Souper Stonehenge
Outstanding Broodmare

Avie’s Empire
Include Katherine

Sunday Affair
Outstanding Breeder

Adena Springs
Sam-Son Farm
Tall Oaks Farm

Outstanding Owner
Barber, Gary

Godolphin, LLC
Live Oak Plantation

Outstanding Trainer
Attard, Kevin
Carroll, Josie
Casse, Mark E.

Outstanding Apprentice Jockey
David, Michael

Malvaez, Mauricio
Zenteno, Edgar

Outstanding Jockey
Hernandez, Rafael Manuel

Husbands, Patrick
Kimura, Kazushi

Stein, Justin
Horse of the Year  

The Horse of the Year finalists will be announced during the 47th Annual 
Sovereign Awards Ceremony.
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Standardbred Canada announced the winners of the 
2021 O’Brien Awards, honouring Canada’s best in 

harness racing over the past season, during a Virtual Gala 
on standardbredcanada.ca on Sunday, February 6. In a 
virtual presentation hosted by Jason Portuondo and Greg 
Blanchard, the winners of the 2021 O’Brien Awards were 
revealed.

George Millar with his Millar Farms was the star of 
the night, taking home 3 trophies. His 2-Year-Old Pacing 
Filly, Prohibition Legal, in a unanimous vote, defeated 
stablemate Silver Label. Millar’s Betterhavemymoney 
was named Outstanding Two-Year-Old Pacing Colt. 
Both of those winners were bred by Millar Farms, so, 
appropriately, Millar Farms was voted as the Armstrong 
Breeder of the Year.

Kathy and John Cecchin along with their daughter 
Nikki and husband Paul Davies, got to celebrate twice. 
Their Desperate Man won as the Three-Year-Old Male 
Pacer and took down the final announcement of the night, 
being awarded the Somebeachsomewhere Horse of the 

Year in Canada trophy.
Owner Brad Grant got two attractive busts of Joe 

O’Brien. His Wheels on Fire was named best Older Pacing 
Horse and Grandma Heidi won as Older Trotting Mare.

Richard Moreau took home a record ninth consecutive 
trophy in the Trainer of the Year Category.  Luc Blais 
won his first O’Brien Award of Horsemanship, and James 
MacDonald left with the inaugural Keith Waples Driver 
of the Year Award. MacDonald smashed his previous 
earnings record in 2021, driving horses to more than $7.5 
million in earnings. He had the most wins and earnings 
of all drivers in Canada and was also the winner of the 
Lampman Cup as the Ontario Sires Stakes’ leading driver. 
MacDonald was the regular driver of both Prohibition 
Legal and Betterhavemymoney, both winners earlier in 
the evening.

Scarlett Hanover picked up her second consecutive 
O’Brien trophy, this time as the Outstanding 3-Year-Old 
Pacing Filly. She hit the board in 11 of 16 races and won 
the Jugette and the Ontario Sires Stakes Super Final.

Lyons Sentinel had top 3 finishes in 19 races and thanks 
to that, won the Older Mare Pacing trophy.

Venerable was voted Canada’s 2-Year-Old Trotting 
Filly, after winning 9 of 11 races and surpassing $1.1 
million in earnings. Her best moment was a victory in the 
Mohawk Million.

Duly Resolved scored the O’Brien as the best 2-Year-
Old Male Trotter. Up And Ready took divisional honours 
for 3-Year-Old Trotting Fillies. Fashion was named the 
best in the 3-Year-Old Trotting Colt division

Perfetto doubled up, defending his crown as the best 
Older Trotter in Canada.

Future Star winner Kyle Bossence has become a 
household name at Ontario’s B tracks and enjoyed a 
career year in 2021, training 69 winners from 316 starters, 
with earnings exceeding $444,000. 

2021 O’BRIEN AWARDS – WINNERS (AND P0INT TOTALS)
A unanimous score was 88 points in round one, and 82 points in round two.

First place votes were worth two (2) points and second place votes were worth one (1) point.
Two-Year-Old Pacing Fillies
Prohibition Legal – 88 (unanimous) 
Silver Label - 42 
Boudoir Hanover, Fade Out - 1 each

Two-Year-Old Pacing Colts
Betterhavemymoney - 39 
Stonebridge Helios - 38 
Bob Loblaw - 27 
True Blue Lindy -18 
Magical Arthur - 7 
Beach Glass - 2 
Fern Hill General - 1

Three-Year-Old Pacing Fillies
Scarlett Hanover - 71 
Voelz Delight - 47 
Exotic Dragon - 9 
Dabarndawgswatchin - 3 
Graceful Horizon & Mystifying - 1 each

Three-Year-Old Pacing Colts
Desperate Man - 79 
Bulldog Hanover - 42 
Lawless Shadow - 5 
Woodmere Stealdeal - 3 
Power Train, The Light Speed, Whichwaytothebeach 
- 1 each 

Older Pacing Mares
Lyons Sentinel - 66 
So Much More - 53 
Rocknificent - 6 
Machnhope - 2 
Gias Surreal, Lit De Rose - 2 
Karma Seelster - 1

Older Pacing Horses
Wheels On Fire - 63 
Warrawee Vital - 45 
Enavant - 17 
Beyond Better - 5 
Century Farroh, Points North - 1 each

Two-Year-Old Trotting Fillies 
Venerable - 71 
Adare Castle - 57 
Dabra Day - 2 
HP Felicity, Mischevious Rose - 1 each

Two-Year-Old Trotting Colts
Duly Resolved - 76 
Twin B Archie - 31 
King Of The North - 24 
Esplosione - 1

Three-Year-Old Trotting Fillies
Up And Ready - 46 
Donna Soprano - 41 
HP Mama B - 39 
PL Opportunity, Amazon Duharas - 2 each 
Imextraspecial, You Will Be Queen - 1 each

Three-Year-Old Trotting Colts
Fashion Frenzie - 88 (unanimous) 
Logan Park - 43 
Urntrouble Hanover - 1

Older Trotting Mares
Grandma Heidi - 73 
Power And Grace - 34 
Royalty Deal - 8 
Impulse Buy - 6  
Hey Livvy - 4 
Cheeky Little Minx - 2 
Magic Wanda, Teddys Littleangel, Daisy River, 
Sheswildnfree, HP Bruxelles - 1 each

Older Trotting Horses
Perfetto - 79 
Oney Hall - 21 
Its Academic - 17 
Warrawee Roo - 9 
Forbidden Trade*, Freddie, Only For Justice - 2 each

People Awards
Future Star
Kyle Bossence - 57 
Samuel Fillion - 37 
Amanda Fine - 35 
No Vote - 3

O’Brien Award of Horsemanship
Luc Blais - 67 
Mark Etsell - 43 
Dave Kelly - 22

Armstrong Breeder of the Year
Millar Farms - 60 

Winbak Farm - 50 
Seelster Farms - 19

Keith Waples Driver of the Year
James MacDonald - 82 (unanimous) 
Sylvain Filion - 20 
Doug McNair - 11 
Trevor Henry - 7 
Bob McClure - 3

Trainer of the Year
Richard Moreau - 49 
Nick Gallucci - 44 
Camen Auciello - 17 
Luc Blais - 10 
Ben Baillargeon - 3

SOMEBEACHSOMEWHERE HORSE OF THE YEAR  
- one vote per person for first, second and third place 
selections
First place = 3 points  Second place = 2 points   Third 
place = 1 point
Desperate Man - 93 
Prohibition Legal - 62 
Venerable - 28 
Bulldog Hanover - 21 
Scarlett Hanover - 11 
Lyons Sentinel - 9 
Adare Castle, Fashion Frenzie - 8 each 
King Of The North, So Much More, Duly Resolved - 4 each 
Perfetto - 3 
Power And Grace, Forbidden Trade - 2 each 
Beyond Better, Century Farroh, Donna Soprano, 
Enavant, Warrawee Vital - 1 each

ADDITIONAL AWARDS PRESENTED DURING THE 
O’BRIEN AWARDS

Media Excellence Awards
Outstanding Written Work

Indian Outlaw – Melissa Keith
Outstanding Broadcast

Saving Sammy – Produced by Jayson Baxter
Outstanding Photography

Training Mile in the Fog – by Clive Cohen
Outstanding Groom Award
Susie McNair, Guelph, ON



Page 17www.downthestretchnewspaper.com

Thoroughbred 
Owner of 

the Month:
Nidel 
Charfi

any other trainer. Belhumeur says Charfi’s riding skills 
make the training of a horse an easier endeavour.

“He’s a great owner. He’s been having horses on and 
off,” she says. “And he’s had some bad luck. A couple 
of years ago, we bought a nice yearling at the sale and 
the horse injured himself in the stall and we had to 
put him down. So he re-invests, and a year after we 
went and we picked Full Screen at the CTHS sale and 
he it took it to his farm. Comida is a knowledgeable 
horseman. So he took the horse, and he broke it himself 
and brought it to me in July at Woodbine. Then we 
decided it was best for the horse to come to Tampa this 
winter to keep training, as the weather conditions in 
Quebec are not great.”

The first horse Charfi owned was Cukee’s Cat, which 
he purchased in late 2010 after it had raced several 
times in $4,500 claim races at Suffolk Downs. Cukee’s 
Cat ran twice at Fort Erie for Charfi, finished 4th under 
Kristopher Robinson in a $4,000 claimer at a mile and 
70 in May of 2011. The final race for Cukee’s Cat came 
on June 6, 2011when he staggered in last in a field of 10 
basement bargain claimers going a mile and a 16th.

“We retired him,” says Charfi. “I think he is still 
around as someone’s riding horse.”

Charfi’s second thoroughbred was Mystic Delight. 
That one was claimed for $9,500 after winning at a mile 
and 16th on May 27, 2016 at Woodbine. The mare raced 6 
times for Charfi, managing a 2nd and three 4ths. 

You can see from Charfi’s information on Equibase 
that he owned a horse in 2011 and a second one in 2016, 
but there’s a gap of several years until he purchased Full 
Screen. It turns out there was some dreadful luck with a 

couple of purchases.
“We bought a filly from the sale in 2013, but 

unfortunately she was injured,” says Charfi. “I had 
another from the sale in 2018 and we lost him two years 
later on his birthday.”

“The horse injured himself in the barn and we had 
down to put him down,” added Belhumeur.

Full Screen would seem to be evidence that Charfi’s 
luck is improving. Now a 3-year-old, the gelding was a 
CTHS yearling sale for $10,000.

“It looked athletic,” says Charfi when asked why he 
picked this one. “When you buy a horse at the sale, you 
never know what you might get.”

As the owner, Charfi got $11,200 U.S. for Full 
Screen’s win. It might have been more if a wager had 
been placed at more than 28-1.

“No we didn’t get a bet down,” laughs Charfi.
If anything, an owner with just one horse gets more 

excited than the multi-animal people when his horse is 
in a race.

“The anticipation is exciting,” says Charfi. “There is 
so much waiting time because at most, your horse can 
race no more than twice a month.”

As for being in the sport of thoroughbred racing, 
albeit, on the fringes, Charfi finds it a terrific hobby.

“You start when you pick out a horse at the sale,” 
he says. “There’s a lot of hope and then you work with 
the horse. There are so many things that can happen 
before and even in a race. You just hope you have a real 
racehorse.”

Charfi has promised to meet us in late spring or early 
summer when Full Screen runs at Woodbine.

It was the 3rd race at Tampa Bay Downs on February 
26. Maidens with a claim price of $32,000 were going 

a mile and a 16th on the turf. Jockey Skyler Spanabel shot 
the 3-year-old gelding Full Screen up the inside going 
into the first turn, and the pair had a comfortable lead 
down the backstretch. As the field of 10 turned for home, 
Full Screen was still on top and he managed to hang 
on for the win, by a diminishing neck in 1:44.89. Full 
Screen was more than 28-1 and paid $59.20, winning 
in his second try. On the Daily Racing Form chart, we 
recognized the name, Julie Belhumeur as the trainer, but 
we had never seen the name Nidel Charfi as a winning 
owner. 

That’s because, after more than 10 years of owning 
thoroughbreds, Full Screen is Charfi’s first winner. In 
fact, the moment the horse hit the finish line, the 50-year-
old Charfi was situated more than 2,100 kilometres to 
the north in Montreal where he grew up. He drives a bus 
there and his shift on that day started at 4, so he was able 
to enjoy the race.

“The race went off at 1:15, I think,” says Charfi, his 
French accent strong over the phone. “So I was still at 
home. I was able to watch it on TV, then left for the job. 
It was a great feeling to win for the first time. It took 
a long time, but finally, we have our first win. It was 
wonderful.”

It turns out the race didn’t really go the way trainer 
Belhumeur scripted it. 

“I knew the horse is a good horse,” says Belhumeur 
from Classic Mile Park in Ocala. “The plan with this 
horse has been to come off the pace. We’ve been training 
him for that. We’ve been breezing him for that, and he 
does very well in the morning and then that didn’t work 
out in his first race at Woodbine.”

Full Screen’s debut came on November 21st, at a mile 
and a 16th on the Tapeta at Woodbine. Under Christopher 
Husbands, Full Screen made a mild attempt to the get to 
the front, but dropped back and ended up a well-beaten 
8th at 98-1.

“Usually the competition on the turf at Tampa is pretty 
heavy,” continues Belhumeur. “He went to the lead 
again, but he managed to keep it. It looked like he lugged 
out coming into the stretch, so we’re hoping he’s going 
to run a little more mature the next time.”

As a younger man, Charfi rode jumpers and competed 
in amateur races. He hooked up with Belhumeur back in 
2011 when he owned his first horse. He has never had 
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Standardbred
Owner of 

the Month:
Maurice 
Bygrave

Maurice Bygrave has owned harness horses for over 
30 years, and of all the exciting things he has 

witnessed in his 81+ years, it was the somewhat traumatic 
birth of a female foal in mid-February that he’s most 
talkative about.

“I boarded her dam, Chancys Challenge at Winbak 
Farm,” he says. “The stallion is The Bank. The farm 
manager, Pat Woods, called to tell me that she was about 
two or three weeks late in foaling. She was a difficult birth 
because she was upside down trying to foal. So, Dr. Hall, 
the vet, had to go inside and try and get her in the right 
position. It was a struggle. However, he was able to assist 
and foaled her, but he told me that once she was born, she 
stopped breathing. So then, he had to get her breathing 
again.”

Bygrave visited his new foal about a week after the 
birth and tells us the pictures do not tell the story of such 
a perilous beginning.

“I posted a picture on Facebook that was sent to me by 
Janette from Winbak Farms on March 4th, 2022,” he says. 
“I thought the picture was hilarious, having her standing 
up on her two hind feet with her legs crossed – it was just 
unusual to see her doing that.”

It’s also unusual for someone from the islands to favour 
the standardbreds over thoroughbreds. Bygrave, who is 
still a practising dentist, is from Jamaica, WI, and the 
horse lovers from there do have a tendency to prefer the 
runners to the trotters and pacers.  

“Many years ago, my brother-in-law took me to 
Greenwood for some harness racing,” he explains. “And, 
after a few races, I was so fascinated to see the excitement 
of the owners that I decided I would like to get involved. 
I know many of my friends from the Caribbean are not 
as familiar with harness racing and they tease me a lot. 
They called them Jugheads and so forth, but I notice when 
they’ve lost their money at the thoroughbreds, then they 
try and get to the harness races to see if they can recover 
some of their losses. They would usually seek me out if I 
were racing and ask me for a tip.”

Bygrave’s first standardbred purchase was a pacer 
called Beautiful George. 

“Beautiful George raced on the Ontario Jockey Club 
circuit and won many races over the years,” he says. “That 
got me really interested because I claimed him for only 
$2,000 at Orangeville Raceway. He made maybe $20,000 
while I owned him, but 30-40 years ago, that was a lot of 
money.”

Sending his memory back into the past, Bygrave recalls 
horses that did well for him.

“After Beautiful George, I remember claiming a horse 
called Little Chief and I raced him successfully, but then 
after a while, I decided it would be best if I bred my own 
rather than claim. In the claiming game, you can be a 
genius one time, but the next time, it’s just a bad decision.”

Bygrave had a very nice mare by the name of Now’s 
My Chance, and she produced a couple of fine offspring 
for him.

“The first successful horse that I actually bred from 
her was Flame Tamer,” he says. “I matched up Now’s 
My Chance with Super Pleasure, who had won 15 of his 
38 races. Flame Tamer won 15 races and earned over 
$321,000. Now’s My Chance had a second foal by King 
Conch, and we called that one Trapeze Artist. As a matter 
of fact, I believe Trapeze Artist won on the Ontario Jockey 
Club circuit as best Three-Year-Old Trotting Filly of the 
Year. My wife Charlotte Bygrave, named both fillies – 
Flame Tamer, from the name on a fire extinguisher in 
my dental office, and Trapeze Artist was the image in her 
mind’s eye gliding in the air.”

Trapeze Artist raced 15 times as a three-year-old in 
1999 and posted 4 wins. It was a 3-race win streak in early 
fall that must have attracted the voters’ attention. Trapeze 
Artist won a $15,000 three-year-old open race at Mohawk 
in 1:57.2, then 8 days later took down an OSS Elimination 
heat, also in 1:57.2. And just 9 days after that, she crushed 
the field in the OSS Gold Final at Mohawk. The time was 
once again 1:57.2, the purse was $100,000 and it was 
Keith Oliver who drove the filly to all those wins. Trapeze 
Artist retired with earnings of $189,540.

“I must give Mr. George Peters much credit for 
training both Flame Tamer and Trapeze Artist and racing 

them successfully during their career as Ontario Sires 
racehorses,” adds Bygrave.

It was a race on September 28, 1998 at Mohawk that 
still gives Bygrave chills.

“My most memorable moment would be Flame Tamer 
winning the Ontario Sire Gold,” he says. “That’s because 
she came from way off the pace to win the race.”

The chart for that race shows that Flame Tamer, driven 
by Oliver, was 6th parked out at the half, at least 5 lengths 
from the lead, but by trotting the last half in a swift :58, 
Flame Tamer passed all rivals and won by a neck in 1:58.3.

“I remember that the track announcer, Frank Salive got 
so excited because the horse was so far back and then won 
the race,” says Bygrave. “Frank’s last words were, ‘Flame 
Tamer tames her gold rivals to win the gold!’”

There’s an interesting degree of separation with regards 
to Maurice Bygrave and Down The Stretch. We’re good 
friends with Woodbine broadcaster, Jason Portuondo, and 
we often brag that his entire success in the horse racing 
industry has to do with the interest we showed him 30 odd 
years ago. Turns out Bygrave beat us to the punch.  He’s 
Jason’s uncle on the maternal side.

“When Jason was about 5 or 6 years old, I used to take 
him down to Greenwood,” says Bygrave. “He was so 
small that I would put him on the fence to watch the horses 
training. He would get up very early in the morning and 
call me that he was ready, and I would pick him up. He had 
the passion as early as that. He had a little tape recorder, 
and he would tape record himself calling the races.”

Has anyone every considered that a dentist would have 
an edge on most other owners when it comes to the care 
of horses?

“I have used dental drills, ligature wires and dental 
acrylic to patch quarter cracks on my horses,” he says. 

And the reason that Bygrave ended up with 
standardbreds instead of thoroughbreds –

“I always thought that thoroughbred racing would be 
very expensive,” he says. “I see standardbred as racing 
that is popular all around the country. I like to see the 
common folk enjoying themselves. Sometimes I think 
that the thoroughbreds are for the elite. I never consider 
myself elite.” 

Broodmare Chancys Challenge 
with her baby filly
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Host Tracks Set For 2022 
Driving Championships

On March 9, Standardbred Canada announced the 
host tracks and dates for the 2022 Regional Driving 
Championships and National Driving Championship 
which will determine Canada’s representative to the 2023 
World Driving Championship for harness racing.

The 2022 National Driving Championship will take 
place at Century Mile in Edmonton, Alta., on Thursday, 
November 24.

This marks the first time that the National Driving 
Championship has been hosted in Alberta. Drivers must 

earn their way into the National Driving Championship 
by finishing first or second in their respective Regional 
Driving Championship.

The Ontario Regional will be hosted at The Raceway 
at the Western Fair District, Century Downs will host the 
Western Regional, Red Shores Racetrack and Casino at 
Charlottetown Driving Park will be the site of the Atlantic 
Regional and the Quebec / Eastern Ontario Regional will 
be hosted at Hippodrome 3R.

“We are very pleased to present the 2022 Regional and 

National Driving Championships after having to postpone 
the 2020 events due to COVID,” said Dan Gall, President 
& CEO of Standardbred Canada. “We are very excited 
to present the National Driving Championship at Century 
Mile, Canada’s newest horse racing venue.  The one-mile 
oval and state of the art facility promises an exciting 
competition for the drivers and an exceptional experience 
for racing fans.”

Here are the locations and dates for the four regional 
events (in chronological order):

REGIONAL DRIVING CHAMPIONSHIPS
•	 Wednesday, May 11- Ontario Regional Driving Championship 
 The Raceway at Western Fair District; London, Ont.
•	 Saturday, June 4 - Western Regional Driving Championship
 Century Downs; Calgary, Alta.
•	 Saturday, June 11 - Atlantic Regional Driving Championship 

Red Shores Racetrack & Casino at Charlottetown Driving Park; Charlottetown, P.E.I.
•	 Sunday, June 26 -Quebec / Eastern Ontario Regional Driving Championship 
Hippodrome 3R; Trois Rivieres, Que.

NATIONAL DRIVING CHAMPIONSHIP
•	 Thursday, November 24 - Century Mile; Edmonton, Alta.

Regional events will feature either eight or nine drivers 
who will compete in a minimum of eight races. Drivers 
will receive points based on their finishing position and 
the top two point earners will advance to the National 

Driving Championship.
Past winners of the NDC title include Doug McNair 

(2018), Brandon Campbell (2016), Jody Jamieson (2014 & 
2011), Brad Forward (2009), and Gilles Barrieau (2007).

The winner of the 2022 National Driving Championship 
will have the opportunity to represent Canada in the 
2023 World Driving Championship to be held in Italy in 
conjunction with The World Trotting Conference.

Slot owners revealed for Mohawk Million
By Mark McKelvie

On March11, Woodbine Entertainment revealed the names of the slot owners 
for the third edition of the Mohawk Million.

The Mohawk Million, to be raced on Saturday, September 24 at Woodbine 
Mohawk Park, is an event for two year-old trotters that follows a ‘buy-in’ format. 

A total of nine slots were available for purchase at the cost of $100,000 
(CAD) each for entry in the $1 million (CAD) Mohawk Million. The deadline to 
purchase a slot passed on February 15 with all slots sold. The tenth and final slot 
will be awarded to the winner of the William Wellwood Memorial on August 27.

The slot owners for the 2022 Mohawk Million 
are listed below:

Brad Grant 
Crawford Farms 
Determination 
Doug Overhiser 
Gino Toscani 
Glengate Farms 
Hunterton Farms & Partners 
Steve Heimbecker 
TheStable.ca

The owners of the slots are not required to declare a two year-old trotter for the 
race until entry time and the slot is an entity that may be sold, traded or subject 
to lease. Each slot owner was required to submit $50,000 by the February 15 
deadline. The remaining $50,000 is due by June 1.

The Mohawk Million on September 24 is the feature event on one of harness 
racing’s richest cards of the year. More than $3.3 million in purses will be up for 
grabs on the ‘Million’ card with the $825,000 Metro Pace, $600,000 Canadian 
Trotting Classic, $500,000 Shes A Great Lady and $400,000 Elegantimage all 
slated for September 24. 

David Miller and Venerable (#9) 
won the 2021 Mohawk Million 

New IMage Media Photo
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Sanchez Bet Heavily and 
Sometimes Against Himself 

by Bill Finley
(This story was originally published on Thoroughbred Daily News)

When it was revealed that jockey Mychel Sanchez 
had gone on a betting spree that included wagers 

where he bet against the horses he was riding, his 
attorney, Alan Pincus argued that this was not a matter 
of race fixing. Rather, Pincus said, Sanchez had turned 
to gambling as an outlet to combat his depression, letting 
things spin out of control and in all cases, did his best to 
win, even when it meant he might beat a horse he had 
bet on.

“He was just doing something crazy that only a 
psychiatrist can explain,” Pincus said in January. The 
TDN, through a Freedom of Information Law, has 
acquired the records of Sanchez’s betting activity that 
were reviewed by the Pennsylvania Racing Commission. 
In some respects, they lend credence to the lawyer’s 
argument. The betting covers the period of December 
23 of last year through January 3, during which time 
Sanchez placed 104 bets on his TVG account. From 
those 104, there were only six races in which he made 
significant bets against himself. He bet on his own 
mount seven times. All other wagers were made on races 
in which he did not have a mount.

In most states, jockeys are not prohibited from betting 
on races in which they don’t ride or on betting on their 
own mounts. 

Nonetheless, a jockey betting against himself, no 
matter how few times it happened, is a serious offence 
that brings the integrity of those races into question. 
Did Sanchez, in fact, do his bet to win or was he more 
interested in cashing his bets, one of which was for 
$4,380? Only he knows for sure. There are the six races 
in which Sanchez made significant bets on a horse other 
than the one he rode. They are:

December 26th, 8th at Laurel: Sanchez bet $2,190 to 
win and place on 6-5 favourite, Cordmaker in the Robert 
Mancuso Stakes. Cordmaker won, giving Sanchez a 
profit of $5,520. His mount, Alwaysmining finished last 
at 13-1.

December 28, 7th at Parx: Sanchez bet $100 to win, 
place and show on 4-1 shot, Miss Mosaic in the Mrs. 
Claus Stakes. Sanchez won the race aboard 18-1 Jakarta, 
beating Miss Mosaic who finished second. Sanchez’s 
share of the purse was $5,520. Had Miss Mosaic won, he 
would have won about $800 on his bets.

December 29, 6th at Parx: Sanchez bet $200 to win, 
place and show on Six Cider and $25 to win, place and 

show on Double the Heart. Both horses finished out of 
the money. He rode 52-1 shot, Dangerfield, who finished 
last.

December 31, 6th at Laurel: Sanchez bets $100 to win, 
place and show on I Can Run who finished fourth. His 
mount, Ocean Tide, was last.

January 2, 5th at Laurel: Sanchez bet $1,000 win and 
place on 7-2 shot, Bear Force Won who won the race. 
Sanchez’s profit was $4,900. His mount, the 2-1 shot 
Satchel de Ritchie finished fourth.

January 3, 3rd at Parx: Sanchez bet $500 to win, place 
and show on Iova, who finished second. He made a profit 
of $1,000 on the race. His mount, The Biggest One, 
finished third at 9-2. From those six races, Sanchez made 
a profit of $8,171.

In addition, Sanchez bet $864 on the Pick Five on 
December 29 at Parx and hit the bet, which paid $7,875. 
He didn’t include that 52-1 shot, Dangerfield in the first 
leg on the ticket. Sanchez rode the winner of the final 
leg, 12-1 shot No Fooling Dude.

Pincus said that Sanchez was not gambling regularly 
until opening a TVG account late last year. He did so 
under his own name and a TVG employee alerted the 
Pennsylvania Racing Commission after noticing that 
Sanchez was betting against himself. His betting was 
more or less in control at the start. One December 23, a 
day on which he did not ride, he started off with a $100 
win and place bet at Gulfstream. He followed that with 
a $50 win bet and a $15 win and place bet, also on races 
at Gulfstream. But as the day wore on, he began to bet 
larger amounts. He switched his betting to Turfway Park 
and in two races bet $1,000 to win place and show on a 
horse. Both horses finished out of the money.  

Racing took a break for the Christmas holiday and 
Sanchez did not wager again until December 26, betting 
on Laurel where he rode. He made his first bet on the 
second race, in which he did not have a mount. He bet 
$1,000 win, place and show on 3-1 shot, Beneath the 
Stars, who finished second. In the third race, he bet on 
himself, wagering $1,000 to win, place and show on 7-2 
shot, Last Romance, who finished second.

After betting on two more races in which he did not 
have a mount, he crossed the line for the first time, 
making the $2,190 win and place bet on Cordmaker. His 
mount, Alwaysmining went to the front and led for the 
first half mile before tiring. The footnote for the race 
reads: “Alwaysmining rushed up between foes and then 
dropped in to take the early lead, was pressured from 
his outside, ceded command around the far turn and 
faltered.”

A clear betting pattern was emerging. While Sanchez 
made an occasional multi-race wager, most bets were 
either to win and place or to win, place and show. And 

he was betting heavily. Sanchez would routinely bet 
$1,000 to win place and show on a horse. On December 
27th, he made a $2,000 win, place and show bet on a 
race at Laurel, betting on his horse, Johnny Sack. On his 
largest bet made during the period in question, he lost all 
$6,000, as Johnny Sack finished sixth.

On December 30, while he was riding at Laurel, he 
bet $5,000 to win on 11-10 favourite, Palace Magic, in 
the ninth race at the Fair Grounds. Palace Magic finished 
second.

On January 3rd, Sanchez rode at Parx, where he made 
just three wagers, two $500 win and place bets and a 
$400 Pick Five ticket. From a gambling perspective, 
he was having a good day, winning $3,200 on his two 
straight bets. But Sanchez stopped abruptly and did 
not bet any other races on the card. It is not clear what 
motivated him to stop.

Throughout the betting binge, Sanchez bet a total of 
$129,212 and lost more than $18,000. 

Based on the time stamp on his bets, Sanchez was 
placing them on the days when he rode from the track 
between races, when he would have been in the jockeys’ 
room. In many countries, jockeys are not allowed to take 
communications devices into the jockeys’ room.

On January 10, Sanchez appeared at a hearing before 
the Pennsylvania Racing Commission Board of Stewards 
and was suspended for 60 days and ordered to complete 
an accredited program for gambling addiction. Pincus 
said, at the time, that Sanchez had also sought treatment 
to deal with his depression.

The Maryland Racing Commission took no action 
against Sanchez at the time he was suspended in 
Pennsylvania. Michael Hopkins, the executive director 
of the Maryland Racing Commission, told Pat Cummings 
of the Thoroughbred Idea Foundation that the matter is 
closed, and the commission has no plans to take action 
against Sanchez. On January 21, after learning of the 
allegations against Sanchez, 1/ST Racing, the owners of 
Laurel, took the jockey off all his mounts that day and 
banned him for an indefinite period. 

Sanchez rode at Aqueduct on January 1st but did not 
bet against any of his mounts that day.

Though there are no established guidelines for the 
length of a suspension where a jockey is caught betting 
against himself, that Sanchez got only 60 days suggests 
that the Pennsylvania Racing Commission believed that 
he was not fixing races and it was sympathetic to his 
assertion that depression played a role in the betting 
frenzy.

“He just did something because of a mental problem,” 
said Pincus. “People are responsible for their own 
actions, but he has to be viewed with sympathy.

Sanchez’s suspension ends March 21. 



From his office in Tulsa, Oklahoma, Clark Brewster 
is the lawyer fighting to clear Bob Baffert’s name 

and re-instate Medina Spirit as the winner of the 2021 
Kentucky Derby. Brewster spoke over the phone with 
Down The Stretch.

DTS: What is your reaction to the decision that Medina 
Spirit has been disqualified from the Kentucky Derby?

Brewster: Well, this is a stewards’ decision. It’s 
contrary to the facts. It’s contrary to the rules. Obviously, 
you’re disappointed when that happens, but this false 
narrative that got sprung out in the in the media and in 
social media, I think carried some degree of consideration 
by the stewards and allowed them to, in my opinion, 
misjudge the facts and the rules here.

DTS: When you say that this was a ruling that went 
against the facts. Can you be specific? 

Brewster: Certainly. Kentucky’s rules are very explicit. 
They prohibit the use of an injection of betamethasone or 
corticosteroids within 14 days of the race. If you violate 
that rule, then it’s an infraction. That didn’t happen here. 
They don’t regulate or restrict the use of betamethasone 
in topical salves, and that’s what was used. It was proven 
scientifically that the rule was not violated. End of story.

DTS: So you feel that you have proven that the 
betamethasone finding had to do with a topical application 
and not an injection?

Brewster: Yeah, without a doubt. If you read the 
ruling, they don’t even make reference to it because they 
know that that was proven irrefutably. When the salve was 
dispensed with the veterinarian treating a lesion on the 
hip of the horse, it was not only disclosed, it was filed 
with the California Horse Racing Board and with the 
Jockey Club Data Bank that very day. So its use was fully 
transparently disclosed and if that wasn’t enough, when 
Kentucky, after the positive, came to the barn to search 
for anything that might have caused the betamethasone, 
it was in the groom’s box. They looked at it and didn’t 
think anything of it. Then we sent it for a full examination, 

from a scientific analysis, standpoint, to one of the most 
prominent labs in the world, the New York Testing 
Lab, and Dr. George Maitland confirmed that the urine 
contained valerate, which is the ester for the salve, and 
clotrimazole, which is the antifungal and did not have 
acetate, which is the ester for the injectable. No question, 
it was the ointment. 

DTS: You’re aware that the sentiment against Bob 
Baffert is quite substantial?

Brewster:  I understand that there are a lot of people 
in social media that have made statements that would 
obviously be strong bias against Bob, but I also know 
that they don’t know the facts and they certainly don’t 
know the rules, because I’ve heard them make statements 
and other things that are just completely untethered from 
the truth. 

What happened was, people jumped out believing Bob 
had violated the rule. Social media went crazy with the 
talking heads not knowing what they were talking about. 
They propagated this narrative on Saturday Night Live, 
the ESPYs and all the social media gadflies in connection 
with horse racing. And then when the truth came out, 
nobody could really put that toothpaste back in the tube 
and many didn’t have the integrity or intellectual honesty 
to say, “Well, it’s different than we thought.” The narrative 
out there is absolutely false.

DTS: Considering the beating that Baffert has taken in 
the court of public opinion, how is he holding up?

Brewster: This is a remarkable man. I have found a 
guy who is a careful thinker. He’s a hard worker. He’s an 
incredible person, dedicated to the employees that work 
for him and their families. He’s benevolent. It’s hard to 
ask Bob to do something that he says no to. He’s always 
been there for this sport. The way he’s been treated is 
abominable. How is he holding up? I just tell him, “The 
facts aren’t going to change. Keep the faith. We will win.”

DTS: What makes you so confident you will prevail in 
your appeal?

Brewster: What we provided to the Kentucky stewards, 
there was just absolutely no way they could make the 
decision that they did. The route of administration is critical 
in the use of any medication. WADA - the World Anti-
Doping Agency makes it very clear that betamethasone 
valerate used as a topical is not restricted, not prohibited. 
You can use it the minute before you start running. It has 
no impact on your ability, other than to treat a skin lesion. 
An injectable into a joint works much differently. It goes 
immediately into a joint and the vascularity of that joint 
carries it to the blood system. In this instance it’s nonsense 
to say that it was 21 picograms - trillions – do you know 
what that is?

DTS:  It doesn’t sound like very much.
Brewster: Oh my goodness. If you live to be 32,000 

years old, it would be a second of your life. That’s a 
trillionth. What’s happening in this sport, is they are 
testing at such incredibly low levels that you get these 
trace elements that are non-sensical and non-contributive. 
What are the authorities doing with something like that? 
You use common sense.

DTS: How do you respond to people who say that 
Baffert should have seen the word betamethasone on the 
bottle?

Brewster: Bob should have read the bottle. 
Betamethasone is on the bottle. Yes. Leading authorities 
in this country that worked at the Racing Medication 
Therapeutic Consortium, and California’s head equine 
vet couldn’t believe that this salve would test positive. 
Nobody believed it. So why would Bob or his vet believe 
that using a salve would be a rule violation? The leading 
authorities on pharmacology didn’t believe it.  

DTS: So you’re very confident that the Medina Spirit 
will be re-instated as the winner of the Kentucky Derby?

Brewster:  Only as confident as I am, that fair-minded 
people applying the facts to the law will ultimately appear 
before us, and when that happens, we win. This is wrong 
what’s happening to Bob Baffert.

Clark Brewster: “What’s happening to Bob Baffert is wrong.”

In Defence of Baffert

61 nominated to Pepsi North America Cup
Scott Zeron and 

Monte Mike winning the 
2021 North America Cup

New Image Media Photo

On March 8, Woodbine Entertainment today released the 
list of eligible horses for its 2022 major Standardbred 

stakes, including the $1 million Pepsi North America Cup.
The Pepsi North America Cup, harness racing’s richest 

race for three-year-old pacers, received 61 nominations, 
down from 72 in 2021.

The list of nominees includes Dan Patch Award and 

Metro Pace winner Monte Miki, O’Brien Award winner 
Betterhavemymoney and the Sires Stakes champions 
from Ontario (Bob Loblaw), Kentucky (Pebble Beach), 
Pennsylvania (True Blue Lindy), Ohio (Gulf Shores) and 
Indiana (Dalby Hanover).

The 39th Pepsi North America Cup is scheduled for 
Saturday, June 18 at Woodbine Mohawk Park. The elimi-
nations will take place a week prior on Saturday, June 11.

Woodbine’s lucrative stakes program features rich events 
throughout the summer and into the fall. Nomination num-
bers held steady from prior years and uncertain times.

The Maple Leaf Trot saw a noticeable increase in nom-
inations, with 51 older trotters nominated to this year’s 
event, up from 38 in 2021.

The list for the prestigious Maple Leaf Trot includes 
European stars Ecurie D, who won last year’s Breeders 
Crown Open Trot, and Alrajah One, who will make his 
North America debut this season. The star-studded group 

also features past winners Lindy The Great (2021), At-
lanta (2020) and recent award-winners Bella Bellini, For-
bidden Trade, Jujubee and Perfetto.

The Canadian Pacing Derby also saw a spike in nomi-
nations from 46 to 54. Canadian Horse of the Year Des-
perate Man is part of the who’s who list of nominees, 
along with defending champion Allywag Hanover.

The Maple Leaf Trot and Canadian Pacing Derby are 
scheduled for Saturday, September 3.

Woodbine’s marquee two-year-old stakes saw nomina-
tions climb in three of the four, with the Metro Pace up 
from 174 to 179, the Shes A Great Lady up from 142 to 
163 and the Wellwood Memorial up from 200 to 204. The 
Peaceful Way saw nominations drop from 160 to 133.

The winner of the William Wellwood Memorial will 
earn the tenth and final slot in the Mohawk Million. 
Woodbine will release the names of the slot owners for 
this year’s North America Cup
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ODDITIES  & ENTITIES

Inseparable longshots
It was a race finish you will probably never see again in your lifetime. Tuesday, March 1 at Yonkers. A $20,000 pace. Austin Siegleman appeared to be pulling off a massive upset when 
he took the lead in late stretch with Saranac Blue Chip. But Scott Zeron had 53-1 bomber, Linnycalledfrankie flying from last and, in fact, 3 horses hit the wire simultaneously with 
Rhodena Road right there as well. After examining the photo, the judges declared a dead-heat between the two 50-1 shots, and both had some Canadian DNA. Zeron steered one half 
of the winning dead heat and the other surprise winner, Saranac Blue Chip is owned by Leona M Morrissey of Ailsa Craig, Ontario.

Not really a dead-heat
In spite of the photographic evidence from Pompano Park that clearly indicates Wally 

Hennessey and the # 1 horse were ahead of David Miller and # 2 at the wire, guest 
judges declared a ‘dead heat’ between the two at the end of a charity race involving min-
iature horses asked to go 1 /32nd of a mile.

The mini-race was to benefit Make-A-Wish Foundation and Tomorrow’s Rainbow.
Hennessey said, “ I sent up an objection to the judges’ stand, but that had already fled 

the scene.”
A more diplomatic Miller simply said, “I thought the guest judges did a great job!”

Dover Downs, last 7 races 
on March 8: 

 

Seven speedy ‘S’ starting steeds scored 
seven straight

  
Race 8: Scarlett’s Bad Girl, $9.70 

 
Race 9: Skyway Bebop, $19.10 

 
Race 10: Sporting Life, $10.60 

 
Race 11: Somebodys Me, $2.90 

 
Race 12: Swan in Motion, $8.00 

 
Race 13: Setting Son, $2.30 

 
Race 14: Southwind Goliath, $3.70
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